
Journalfor
&Ministry
Theology

Trinity

Fall 2010  Vol. IV, No. 2

The Gospel in the Public Square:
Essays by and in honor of Lesslie Newbigin



Trinity Journal for Theology & Ministry
Editorial Board

Executive Editor
Grant LeMarquand

Managing Editor
Martha Chambers

Book Review Editor
William Witt

Art Review Editor
Martha Giltinan

Editor-at-Large
Leander Harding

Table of Contents
The Gospel in the Public Square:

Essays by and in honor of Lesslie Newbigin

Editorial: The Gospel in the Public Square..................................................5
Grant LeMarquand

The Legacy of Lesslie Newbigin for Mission in the 21st Century ..............8
Michael W. Goheen

THE GOSPEL IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE
Hickman Lectures, Duke Divinity School, Fall 1994

“The Gospel as True” ...........................................................................22
Lesslie Newbigin

“Scripture as the Locus of Truth” ........................................................35
Lesslie Newbigin

“What Kind of Society?”......................................................................49
Lesslie Newbigin

Historical Perspectives on the Missional Church Movement:
Probing Lesslie Newbigin’s Formative Influence .............................62
Michael W. Goheen

Creation and “The Powers”: A Dialogue with Lesslie Newbigin..............85
Al Wolters

Newbigin’s Philosophy of Culture ............................................................99
Sander Griffioen (English trans. by Al Wolters)

The Church as Missionary Community:
The Church as Central Disclosure Point of the Kingdom ................112
George Vandervelde

Lesslie Newbigin and the Amnesia of the Mainline Churches ..............130
Leander Harding

Book Reviews..............................................................................................138



Editorial:
The Gospel in the Public Square

It is with tremendous joy that this issue of the Trinity Journal of
Theology & Ministry is able to present three previously unpub-
lished lectures by Lesslie Newbigin. The realization of Newbigin’s
significance for theology and ministry has only grown since his
death a decade ago. Geoffrey Wainwright puts it well in the pref-
ace to his theological biography of Newbigin:

Christian theology is more immediately a practical than a 
speculative discipline, and such speculation as it harbors 
stands ultimately in the service of right worship, right confes-
sion of Christ, and right living. Right practice demands, of 
course, critical and constructive reflection, and the best Chris-
tian theology takes place in the interplay between reflection 
and practice. That is why honor is traditionally given to those 
practical thinkers and preachers who are designated “Fathers 
of the Church.” Most of them were bishops who, in the early 
centuries of Christianity, supervised the teaching of catechu-
mens, delivered homilies in the liturgical assembly, oversaw 
the spiritual and moral life of their communities, gathered in 
council when needed to clarify and determine the faith, and 
took charge of the mission to the world as evangelistic oppor-
tunities arose. A figure of comparable stature and range in the
ecumenical twentieth century was Lesslie Newbigin (1909-
1998).1

Ordained in the Presbyterian Church of England, Newbigin
became a missionary to India in 1936 where he served as an evan-
gelist and then as a bishop of the united Church of South India
until 1974. His work as a missionary in that pluralistic context
seems to have given the bishop new eyes to view the west as a site
of mission during a period when he served in Europe from 1959-
1965, and then after his supposed “retirement” in 1974. 

5

1Geoffrey Wainwright, Lesslie Newbigin: A Theological Life (Oxford: Oxford
University Press: 2000), v.



The lectures printed here for the first time were delivered at
Duke Divinity School as the Hickman Lectures in the Fall of 1994
and entitled “The Gospel in the Public Square.” My attention was
drawn to these lectures by the Rt. Rev. Alden Hathaway, retired
Bishop of Pittsburgh, at a meeting of the Board of Trinity School
for Ministry. Bishop Hathaway had heard that I was contemplat-
ing producing an issue of the journal in honor of Newbigin’s
100th birthday in 2009 and he asked me if I knew of the Hick-
man Lectures. I did not – but a few days after our brief conversa-
tion, a package arrived on my desk with a note from Geoffrey
Wainwright and CDs of Newbigin’s lectures. I am immensely
grateful to Bishop Hathaway, to Professor Wainwright, and to
Duke Divinity School for permission to transcribe and reproduce
these valuable resources.

At the same time I was in conversation with Professor Mike
Goheen, Geneva Professor of Worldview and Religious Studies at
Trinity Western University in Langley, British Columbia. I had
known of Goheen’s work on Newbigin’s writing and asked him if
he might contribute something to our journal. He did much
more than that, sending me two essays and alerting me to a con-
ference which he and Professor George Vandervelde had organ-
ized. The conference was held in Leeds in the U.K. in June, 1996,
where approximately twenty-five scholars from five different
countries, most from the Reformational or “neo-Calvinist” tradi-
tion, met with Newbigin in a colloquium critically interacting
with Newbigin’s work. In addition to Goheen’s own essays pre-
sented here are essays by Al Wolters (then of Redeemer College in
Ancaster, Ontario, Canada), Sander Griffoen (of the Free Univer-
sity, Amsterdam, Netherlands), and George Vandervelde (then of
the Institute for Christian Studies, Toronto, Ontario, Canada).
Many thanks are due to Professor Goheen for making contact
with Drs. Wolters and Griffoen. Dr.     Wolters was also kind enough
to translate Griffoen’s essay from the original Dutch. I am espe-
cially grateful to Bea Vandervelde for allowing permission to pub-
lish the wonderful essay by her late husband George. I knew
Professor Vandervelde while I was a graduate student and then a
faculty member of Wycliffe College in Toronto where he did some
adjunct teaching. It was an honor to have been able to interact 
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with such a profound ecumenical and missional theologian then
and I am proud that our little journal could present his fine essay
now.

The final essay is by Trinity’s own Leander Harding, whose
promotion of Newbigin as a “Trinity’s theologian” has not gone
unheard.

Our Managing Editor, Martha Chambers, always does a mar-
velous job on this journal but is not often enough thanked. On
this issue she has had to exert herself even more than usual: sev-
eral of the essays did not exist in digital format and had to be re-
typed and re-checked and, of course, the Newbigin papers had to
be transcribed from the original recording. So, Martha, our great
gratitude goes out to you for all you do.

Trinity School for Ministry has sometimes (unofficially) re-
ferred to itself as a “Great Commission Seminary.” I have been
both proud and uneasy about that epithet; proud that we see “mis-
sion” as so central to our task of training women and men for
ministry, but uneasy because I am not sure that the phrase “great
commission” encapsulates all that needs to be said about mission,
let alone about the church – or about God, for that matter. Newbi-
gin’s work helps us to put missional concerns in a broader than
usual context. Sadly many still think of mission as western people
going to non-western places (although this caricature is fast
breaking down). Alternatively, mission is conceived as either evan-
gelism and church-planting on the one hand, or social political
and environmental justice on the other. Newbigin helps us to
think anew – not only about all places (including the western
world) as sites of mission activity, but of the church as the com-
munity of mission, about denominationalism as a missionary
scandal, as the kingdom of God as mission’s goal, and of the final-
ity of Jesus Christ as mission’s focal point.

The Rev. Dr. Grant LeMarquand, Executive Editor
Professor of Biblical Studies and Mission
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